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Anglo-Saxon or Slav. 

At the conference held at Quaker Hill, N. Y., the 
first week in September, Dr. R. S. McArthur, in an 
address on " Civic Patriotism," predicted, as he has 
often done before, a future terrific conflict between 
the Anglo-Saxon and Slav for the dominion of the 
world. This conflict, he ventured to suggest, would 
be " the battle royal of the ages," that it " would 
shake the foundations of this old earth as they have 
never yet been shaken," and expressed his belief that 
in the providence of God the Anglo-Saxon would 
come out the victor. 

It seems to us that utterances like these, in which 
many others besides the distinguished New York 
clergyman indulge, are most unfortunate and harm- 
ful. Dr. McArthur, unless he has forgotten the 
principles and objects of his calling, certainly does 
not wish such a conflict ever to occur. He ought, 
therefore, to be using his utmost influence to make it 
impossible, instead of indulging in ill-considered 
speech which will tend to deepen in his Anglo-Saxon 
hearers pride of self and dislike of Russia, and thus 
to bring on war. It is perfectly practicable to con- 
demn and seek to remedy the unspeakable deeds of 
the Russian political oligarchy without making a race 
question of the matter and speaking in a way to pro- 
mote race hatred, — a terribly mischievous thing al- 
ways, which needs no stimulation. 

Has Dr. McArthur thought out in detail what 



would be the character and results of the great " bat- 
tle royal " which he predicts ? With the present 
highly developed and immensely deadly weapons of 
war, such a conflict, if waged to a finish, would, as 
Mr. Bloch has with great array of facts demonstrated, 
mean almost the entire annihilation as well as the 
utter financial ruin of both races. They would be so 
broken down and exhausted, victor and vanquished 
alike, that recuperation would require generations if 
not centuries. In the meantime some other of the races, 
left by Dr. McArthur out of the account, would take 
the field and probably be able henceforth to hold it ; or 
the whole of humanity, paralyzed by the catastrophe, 
be put back in its progress for an incalculable time. 

If the United States should go to war with Russia 
and her fleet defeat and destroy the Russian navy, — 
a very optimistic supposition, — she would be no 
nearer victory than when the conflict began. She 
could not by any possibility land and maintain any 
effective force on Russia's shores in the face of the 
immense Russian armies equipped with the most per- 
fect means of defense known. If Great Britian, sup- 
ported by all her colonies, should open war on Russia 
and her navy sweep the Russian fleet entirely off the 
seas, she could do nothing more in a land campaign 
against the powerful Slav nation, which covers one- 
sixth of the entire land surface of the globe, than could 
the United States. The campaign would come to an 
end, after immense disaster, of its own helplessness. 

A campaign of Germany — if Dr. McArthur would 
line up the Kaiser's empire with the Anglo-Saxon 
race — a campaign of Germany against Russia, would 
be appallingly destructive, and, because of the enor- 
mous defensive power conferred by modern arms, 
would wear itself out somewhere along the border 
and come to nothing. The Kaiser could not, by any 
conceivable strategy or overwhelming might success- 
fully invade the Czar's dominions. An attempted in- 
vasion would leave the lines and squares of his huge 
army shattered and entombed on his northern frontier. 

If the United States, Great Britain and Germany, 
with all the lesser Anglo-Saxon fry, should involve 
themselves jointly in war with Russia, — a supposition 
to the last degree absurd, — there could still be no 
conquest. Russia could, under such a contingency, 
throw upon her border from three to four millions of 
the hardiest and best disciplined fighters in the world. 
As the power of an army on the defensive is now 
considered by military experts to be from five to ten 



